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Augusto Omolud

A Dramaturgia das dangas dos aorixas
THE DRAMATURGY OF THE ORIXA DANCE WORKSHOP

Augusto Omolu has developed a particular training technique for actors and dancers based on the
Orixd dances from the Afro-Brazilian tradition of Candomblé. This technique develops different
forms of energy that can be used successively, independently of the original form. The warrior
energy of Ogun can dialogue with the soft and delicate energy of Oxun, the strength of the wind and
storm of Iansa is complementary to the steps of the old Oxala.

CANDOMBLE AND THE DANCE OF THE ORIXAS
The African diaspora has contributed preponderantly to Brazil's cultural profile. The religious
beliefs brought from Africa helped the black population keep alive the roots which gave meaning to
the world around them.

Their divinities, the Orixds, representing different forces of nature, manifest themselves during the
ceremony of Candomblé. Particular drum-rhythms and dances invite the Orixds to come down and
"ride" the devotee. Each Orixd, male or female, has its own toque (drum-beat) and dance whose
quality of energy and pattern of movements are fixed according to the different "nations" (Ketu,
Angola, J€j€). When the devotee falls into a trance becoming the "horse" of the Orixd, s/he is
dressed with the costume and attributes of the divinity and continues to dance in an altered state of
consciousness.

The rhythm of the drums of the Candomblé, when brought out of the terreiro (the ceremonial
space), acquired a new character which became extremely popular and, in the eyes of foreigners, the
quintessence of Brazil - the samba.

In the fifties, the dance of the Orixds also began to be used outside the context of the Candomblé,
first by folkloric ensembles, later as the basis for a specific Afro-Brazilian style which has been
elaborated by many choreographers and dancers.

On
October 25th 2010 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
October 26th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

October 27, 28 and 29 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
The workshop wil take place in Milan

Cost
If we reach 15 partecipants: € 200 (per partecipant)
If only 10 the cost well be € 300 (per partecipant))

To learn more about Omolu: www.odinteatret.dk
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